Answers to Dream Questions

“‘Paris is the most sophisticated shopping center of the world, and since you’re housebound, it must mean personal expansion for you—something is being added.’” p. 103.

“I also think the dream suggests that you need to get your blacks and whites—your opposite moods—together.”  p. 104

“Shopping touches particularly on the female instinct.  Paris is also a symbol of feeling and good taste.  In the effort of choosing something for our mother you were developing your feeling potential to value her.  The high price of the handkerchief not only emphasizes the symbol of the cat but also refers to the high cost to you of the energy needed to muster the feeling.  Furthermore, making choices and discriminating are feeling activities, especially necessary in shopping.  The image of shopping, for a thinking person, brings to the fact of death the aspect only of adding to one’s life (death can be an addition, it need not be a subtraction), but also of increasing one’s discrimination.” pp. 157f.

Jane Wheelwright, Death of a Woman

“Here we see what a remarkable inner advance Henry has made.  Locomotives (probably symbols of energy and dynamism) have been “sunk”—i.e., repressed into the unconscious—but are now being brought into the light of day.  With them are freight cars, in which all kinds of valuable cargo (psychic qualities) can be transported.  Now that these “objects” have again become available for Henry’s conscious life, he can begin to realize how much active power could be at his disposal.  The transformation of the dark lake baton into a meadow underlies his potential for positive action.”

Jolande Jacobi, “Symbols in an Individual Analysis,” in C.G. Jung’s Man and His Symbols, paperback edition, p. 352; hardcover edition, p. 288.

