Early Jung:  Symbols of Transformation
workshop presented by

J. Gary Sparks, Jungian analyst
In Symbols of Transformation Jung investigates the psychological meaning of the Western hero myth and its importance for understanding personal development.  The workshop will examine Jung’s interpretation of these stories and their usefulness to the therapeutic process.  Symbols of Transformation was written when Jung was a young man, still under the influence of Freudian ideas. Thus we will thus consider the strengths and weaknesses of Jung’s early position, shaped, as it was, by psychoanalytic presuppositions.  The workshop’s discussion will explore both Freud’s influence on Jung’s conceptions as well as the new directions in Jung’s research which are contained within his first significant attempt to grasp psychological maturation. 

