The Self on Fire: 

The Psychology of the Transference
workshop presented by

J. Gary Sparks, Jungian analyst
Jung’s work on transference is a rich account of the role erotic desires sometimes play in  the therapeutic setting.  Often harrowing and frustrating, the presence of lust, desire and sentiments of erotic love signals the entry of healing into the consulting room, if only their existence is recognized correctly.  This workshop examines Jung’s mature work concerning how to understand the fiery emotions that can arise between analyst and analysand during the course of a psychological journey.  In addition to surveying the book, the seminar will investigate the pertinence of Jung’s reflections to erotic transference by considering a case study illustrating the healing of anorexia nervosa through the presence of erotic desire in the therapeutic relationship.  Jung dedicated The Psychology of the Transference to his wife and its pages are filled with sensitive and deep probing into the relation between sexual fantasies and emotional growth.  The workshop will attempt to do his writing justice.
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